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On Sunday September 20th, the sermon was based on Numbers 22. I 
love this passage from Numbers where Balaam is traveling to meet 
with the king of Moab to investigate what reward he would get if he 
placed a curse on the people of Israel―something God had  explicitly 
told him not to do. God sends an angel holding a sword to stand in 
the way of Balaam. Balaam cannot see the angel, but the donkey he 
is riding does. The donkey moves to the side to miss the angel twice 
and finally the third time lies down. Balaam beats the donkey each 
time, angry that the donkey is standing in the way of the riches he 
sees at the end of his journey. 
 

I bring this up because it seems to me in our society today, we have 
so much anger. Whatever side you are on in the political debate or in 
the protests or in the wearing of masks and in the opening of schools, 
everyone just seems so angry. It seems like everyone just keeps   
beating the donkey. It is not helping us find our way out of difficult  
social situations.  
 

I know much of this comes from fear and from the loss of control. I 
must admit, sometimes it feels ok to retreat to my house, watch the 
food channel create Halloween   creations with cake and pumpkins 
and candy and try to escape it all. 
 

It has become my mantra each morning when I step out into the 
world to repeat Jesus’ charge in Mark 12:29-31: 

Jesus answered, ‘The first is, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, 
the Lord is one; you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with 
all your strength.” The second is this, “You shall love your  
neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater 
than these.’ 

 

I hope if I can focus on this, maybe I can pull myself away from the 
anger. Take heart, dear friends; let us hold tight to these              
commandments from Jesus during these difficult times. 
 

Grace and Peace, 
 

Helen 

https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsChildrensCenter/
St. John's Presbyterian Church - Reno, NV
http://www.stjohnschurch.org/
http://www.stjohnschurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsPresbyterianChurchRenoNv/
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsPresbyterianChurchRenoNv/
ww.stjohnschildrenscenter.org
https://www.stjohnschildrenscenter.org/
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A heartfelt thank you goes out to the 18 St. John’s members who were able to put in some 

time at the Church on September 12, despite the smoke/air quality issues. 
 
Thank you: 

David & Marla Bohnhoff, Karen Bruner, Jan Carmichael, Dick & Jane Cates, Sarah 
Deardorff, John Dutton, Pat and Bob Hammond, Rick & Ann McElreath, Jean Myles, Cary 

Parke, Stan Peck, Stan & Jewel White, and Amy Willoughby. If we’ve missed anyone, 
please forgive us. 
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This group successfully weeded, trimmed bushes, and cleaned the Memorial Garden, 

weeded the beds along the Sanctuary and parking lot, as well as in front of the Sanctuary. 
Bushes have been trimmed across the front and west sides of the Sanctuary and around 

the Geneva lawn. Weeds were pulled in those same areas and now have new homes in the 
dumpster! The ivy is no longer climbing the wall by the music room, and the bushes there 
have also been trimmed. Dead blooms have been trimmed off the many rose bushes.   

Lastly, one area which most of you do not ever see is behind the Memorial Garden wall. 
Despite getting no water, the weeds were absolutely thick there. Those of you who didn’t 
see John Dutton, that’s where he spent his time. What an improvement to all these areas! 

Again, thank you all for your help. 
 

Some of you who were unable to be part of his activity on September 12 have indicated 
that you are willing to help at another time. The area which now needs the most attention 
is the oval in front of Martin Hall and the Office. If you have a little time, just pick a spot 

in that oval and “have at it.” This area received a lot of attention early in the spring, but 
the weeds have definitely come back and flowers have bloomed and died. 

 
If you have any questions, please give me a call at 250-6516. 
 
Thank you. 
Cary Parke, Building & Grounds Chair 
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Website: 

www.stjohnschurch.org 

 

Facebook: 

St. John's Presbyterian Church - Reno, NV 

 

Sound Cloud: 

St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

Thanks to all who donated to our CROP Hunger Walk! We are raising funds to help      

families who are recently dealing with hunger. It's been a hard year for everyone,           
especially for those who don't experience the safety nets and protections surrounding 

many of us. 
 
Thanks so much for caring. 

 
Jan Carmichael and Sue Goodenow 
St. John’s CROP Walk Coordinators 

 

• Donate online to St. John’s Presbyterian’s team by logging in at 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/renonv/Team/View/136209/StJohnsPresbyterianReno 

 

• You may also send checks to St. John’s made out to CWS/CROP and we will make 

sure they are delivered to CROP. 
 

• Plan to meet at St. John’s on October 18, at 2:00 pm, to walk in small groups or     

provide encouragement from your vehicle. Individuals can choose their distance and 
route according to their desires and abilities. One lap around the parking lot is fine; so 

is a 4 mile hike! 

http://www.stjohnschurch.org
https://www.facebook.com/StJohnsPresbyterianChurchRenoNv/?rf=117736234943074
https://soundcloud.com/user-113427645
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/renonv/Team/View/136209/StJohnsPresbyterianReno
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www.sjpcrnmc.blogspot.com Use your phone to scan the QR code to  

directly go to  

St. John’s Presbyterian Church Donation page 

Children who go to school hungry cannot 

concentrate on their lessons, and that puts 
them at a disadvantage through the rest of 

their lives. Government programs provide 
free and reduced-price lunch and breakfast 
for children from low-income families, but 

in order to grow and thrive, these children 
need good meals after school, on weekends, 
and during the summer too. This is         

especially important now, during the      
disruption of learning due to the           

coronavirus. Kids Café, a program of the 
Food Bank of Northern Nevada, provides 
free meals at dozens of locations, right in 

the neighborhoods where such children live. 
In support of this program, the Mission 

Committee has designated $1,000 from the 
mission giving of our congregation to this 
program, and hopes to follow with more as 

our mission funds grow.  
 
But schoolchildren who live in poverty need 

more help than that. Communities in 
Schools is a non-profit organization that 

helps them overcome the many other       

obstacles that hinder them from succeeding 

in school and in life. They have a             
coordinator in ten Washoe County schools, 

working alongside both students and their 
families to identify their unique needs and 
collaborating with other organizations in the 

community to provide whatever services 
they need. This is a comprehensive program 
that really makes a difference in our     

community. The Mission Committee has  
selected this organization also to receive 

$1,000 in St. John’s mission funds, hoping 
to send more in the future.  
 

These funds come from contributions in   
offering envelopes with an amount         

designated for Local Mission or General 
Mission, above and beyond the regular 
weekly offering. The Mission Committee 

thanks those who have made this giving 
possible, and encourages further support by 
our St. John’s community, either in the   

offering envelopes or as other contributions 
designated for local mission. 

http://www.sjpcrnmc.blogspot.com
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Trunk or Treat is happening! 

Bring your decorated trunk on October 29,  

4:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m. to the back portion of our 

parking lot; decorated children will begin       

arriving at 4:30 p.m. If you would like to      

participate by donating candy (NO NUTS and    

purchased as individually wrapped, please!), we 

will be collecting it outside the church office 

door on October 26 and 27, 9:00 a.m.—       

5:00 p.m. 

 

In this time of pandemic, it’s necessary for us to 

follow guidelines to keep this a safe and healthy 

event.  Everyone over the age of 10 must wear a 

mask. And friends! It’s Halloween so we can be 

creative! Should our guests forget a mask, we 

will have extra available. We are asking that one 

person at each trunk wear gloves and hand out 

the candy to the children rather than having 

hands dipping into your candy container. Please 

practice social distancing of at least 6 feet 

whenever possible. A reminder: church        

restrooms are not available for use. 

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY ON OCTOBER 

29 is coming your way! St. John’s         

Children’s Center will be hosting Fall     

Festival earlier in the day for the children of 

the Center.  If your trunk is Trunk or    

Treat-ready in the morning, come to the 

same parking lot at 9:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m. 

and greet the children as they go from 

trunk to trunk. The same guidelines listed 

above will be used. There will also be   

lunch-type food available for sale: hot dogs, 

nachos, popcorn, a “meal” which would also 

include chips, soda for adults and juice 

boxes or water for anyone! If you would like 

to picnic after Trunk or Treat, bring a lawn 

chair or a blanket for on the lawn and get to 

know some SJCC families. 

 

If you would like to sign up for one or both 

events or have questions, please call or text 

Pam Ramseth at (775) 745-0875. 



 

Page 7 

Mark your calendars now! 
 

Vacation Bible School 
 

“To Mars And Beyond” 
June 14-18, 2021  

ADVENTure Night, 2020: The Christian Education committee is planning a virtual experience for 

this year on Sunday, November 22.  We know some folks like to get a head start on planning so 

even though final details have not yet been determined, we want to let you know it will be happen-

ing.  Did you know Zoom has breakout rooms? Each craft will have its own virtual room; color the 

CE committee excited! More information will come your way in the November Carillon. 

ADVENTure Night 

Happy Fall! First, I would like to say thank you 
to the Mission Committee for their generous  
donation to SJCC classrooms to purchase 
cleaning supplies and classroom supplies! We 
appreciate your help! 
 
This October, SJCC will hold their first annual 
Fall Festival! The event will take place on      
October 29th. This will be a fun “Trunk or Treat” 
event and families will be able to purchase food 
as well. We will have a sign- up sheet for      

parents who would like to decorate their car for 
trunk or treating. I have reserved a few slots for 
church members who would like to participate 
in the trunk or treat as well. Pam Ramseth will 
have more information for enquiring church 
members! We will be strictly adhering to safety 
guidelines. Masks are required. There will be no 
public restrooms. We would love to see some 
church members participate in this event! 
 

God Bless, 
 

Miss Bernie & Miss Noel 
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Monday—Thursday 

8:00 am—4:00pm 

Friday 

Closed 

Fund Balances 

November 1, 2020 
Daylight Saving 

Time Ends 

Are you receiving our current news and events? 

Email us at carillon@stjohnschurch.org 

Include your First and Last Name and an Email  

address 

The Administrative Assistant 

will be out of the office  

Monday, October19—Wednesday, October 21 
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Prayer Requests invites everyone to join in 

the Prayer Ministry of the congregation.  To 

request prayers or rejoice in answered     

prayers. 
 

Prayer requests will be shared with those 

who participate in our Prayer Ministry email 

list,  Sunday  worship service and many small 

groups and meetings of our congregation. 
 

If you would like to request prayers, share 

your answered prayers, or join in our       

In past years, we have received the Thank Offering in the Fall. This year is different in every-

thing we do. I am happy to announce a local organization called the Dream Center Reach the  

Hungry (https://nndreamcenter.org), located in Carson City, NV received $25,000.00.  

With the purchase of a 14-foot box truck, the Thank Offering grant will help provide healthy 

meals to individuals and families by bringing bring food directly to outlying localities and 

neighborhoods where food pantries are not available. By serving these communities more effi-

ciently, Reach the Hungry can increase the number of persons they serve. 

Prayer Ministry, email us at 

prayerrequests@stjohnschurch.org 

If you are requesting prayers for someone 

else, make sure you have their permission to 

share it. 

Rejoice  always, pray continually, give thanks in all 

circumstances; 

for this is God’s will for you  

in Christ Jesus. 

—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

https://nndreamcenter.org
mailto:prayerrequests@stjohnschurch.org?subject=Prayer%20Requests
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NEWS HIGHLIGHTS FROM ST. JOHN’S SESSION 
St. John’s Session held its regular monthly meeting 

on September 22, 2020. [via Zoom] 

 
Following are some highlights from the meeting. 
 

• Session reaffirmed its position not to schedule any future events requiring building 

usage until the Governor declares it safe to hold in-house meetings. Session is          

approving groups to use the grounds for events such as Food Drives. 
 

• Graveside Memorial Service for the family of Bill Plambeck will be held on Saturday, 

October 24, 2020 at Mountain View. 
 

• Session voted to approve St. John’s “Trunk or Treat” Halloween event to be held on 

Thursday, October 29, 2020 from 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM. 
 

• The Presbytery of Nevada: CONGRATULATIONS Commissioned Lay Pastor (CLP) 

Elaine York, installed as the Moderator of the Presbytery of Nevada. Others from St. 
John’s serving the Presbytery: Rev. Helen Hutchison―Moderator of the Committee on 

Ministry; Elder Cary Park―Elder Commissioner; Elder Pam Ramseth―Elder            
Commissioner; Elder Stan Peck―Elder Commissioner; Elder Joan Jeffers―Member of 
the Nominating Committee and Elder Ray Bledsoe―Assistant to the Stated Clerk for the 

Council of Clerks. 
 

• Vital Statistics as of press time for the September 2020 issue of The Carillon. 

Active Members: 240 members in 184 households as of September 22, 2020. 

Communion: Worship on Sunday, September 06, 2020 was held via ‘ZOOM’ and 
Communion was observed in individual members homes. [Approx. 121 were served.] 
Births: No Births have been recorded since August’s Session meeting. 

Baptisms: No Baptisms have been recorded since August’s Session meeting. 
Weddings: No Weddings have been recorded since August’s Session meeting. 

Deaths: The death of William J. Plambeck, on Saturday, September 05, 2020 has 
been recorded. Bill and Phyllis joined St. John’s on December 11, 1966. 
Memorials: No Memorials have been recorded since August’s Session meeting. 

Attendance: Average Sunday worship attendance, held via ‘ZOOM’, for August. 
[Approximately 120 avg. for August.] 
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If you would like to submit an article for the 

Carillon E-Newsletter 
For the month of 

November 

Please do so by 

October 20 

 
Email your Carillon submissions to 

carillon@stjohnschurch.org 
 

Send your submission either in Word 
format or in the email body itself. 

 

Thank You, 
Carillon Newsletter Staff 

Topic: Sunday Morning Worship Service 
Time: 10:30 AM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Meeting ID: 547 022 742 
Passcode: 640602 (NEW) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/547022742?pwd=YXkyZ09YWDh5eENudWRyMkFlZXRXUT09 
 
Topic: Coffee, Conversation, and Prayer 
Time: 11:00 AM (Mondays) 
Meeting ID: 560 802 988 
Passcode: 989734 (NEW) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/560802988?pwd=VER3N0RvNTA5U3U5VWEzWElJMU9xZz09 
 
Topic: Thursday Morning Bible Study 
When: Thursday Mornings 
Time: 11:00 AM 
Meeting ID: 738 444 895 
Passcode: 336911 (NEW) 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/738444895?pwd=Sml5YktiODBSbG8rYXRoWmwvTnNzUT09 

Dial by your location 
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown) 
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York) 
Dial by your location and use the following 
Meeting ID and Passcodes 
 
Sunday Morning Worship Service 

Meeting ID: 547 022 742 
Passcode: 640602 (NEW) 
 
Coffee, Conversation, and Prayer 
Meeting ID: 560 802 988 
Passcode: 989734 (NEW) 
 
Thursday Morning Bible Study 
Meeting ID: 738 444 895 
Passcode: 336911 (NEW) 

mailto:carillon@stjohnschurch.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/547022742?pwd=YXkyZ09YWDh5eENudWRyMkFlZXRXUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/560802988?pwd=VER3N0RvNTA5U3U5VWEzWElJMU9xZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/738444895?pwd=Sml5YktiODBSbG8rYXRoWmwvTnNzUT09
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Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you,  
for the glory of God. 

Romans 15:7 

... 

edicated 

nthusiastic 

ble 

aring 

bservant 

urturing 

erving 

St. John’s Book Club will meet Monday    

afternoon, October 12 on Zoom at 1:30 p.m. 

We will be discussing the book Karolina's 

Twins by Ronald Balson. 

 

In the tradition of The Nightingale, Sarah's 
Key, and Lilac Girls comes a saga inspired 
by true events of a Holocaust survivor's 

quest to return to Poland and fulfill a  
promise. 

 
All are welcome. 

 

If you would like Zoom information, please 
contact Carolyn Williamson at 

williamsocarolyn@sbcglobal.net. 


