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St. John’s Presbyterian Church 

4th Sunday of Lent 
March 29, 2020              10:30 a.m. 

*Please stand in body or Spirit 
 

PRELUDE  Prelude on the hymn tune Lauda Anima         Kenneth T. Kosche 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONGREGATIONAL INTROIT I Love You, Lord 

I love you, Lord, and I lift my voice 

To worship You, oh, my soul rejoice. 
Take joy my King, in what You hear, 
May it be a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear. 
   —The Faith We Sing Hymnal, No. 2068 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: At every bend in the river, at every fork in the road, 

People: Christ waits. 
Leader: At every surprising turn and in every corkscrew twist, 

People: Christ lingers. 
Leader: At every T-junction and in every wrinkle of time, 

People: Christ tarries. 
Leader: Every day, each path we wander, each road we travel, we journey not 

alone. 
People: Here and now, we remember that Christ has already walked the 

road of life. He walks it again with us. Here and now, we raise our 
songs of praise. 

 

*HYMN NO. 478 Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven   See page 1 

 

*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader: How reluctant we are to answer the call to confession. Quickly we turn 

our thoughts to something else instead of faithfully assessing where we 
have been and what we have done. As we speedily disconnect ourselves 
from advertising calls, so too do we want to disconnect from admitting 
our shortcomings to God. But our God is a loving God and listens with 
love. Let us therefore open our hearts and let God in. 
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*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

O God, we are not very good at facing up to the idea of death—of 
dying to our own plans, to our attachment to the things of this 

world, to our trust in ourselves. We so quickly turn away from 
Jesus' call to lay down our lives for the sake of the gospel. Yet we 
know it is only in our dying to self that we experience new life in 

him. If only we could believe! Help our unbelief. (Silent Prayer.) 

Amen. 
 

*HYMN   O Lamb of God   —The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 555 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; 

Have mercy on us, Lamb of God, and grant us your peace. 
 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: Listen! Hear this good news. Our Lord, who walked these roads and 
faced temptation, understands our quandaries and temptations. 
Remember that Jesus always listens, forgives and calls us to new life. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, your confession is heard and your 
shortcomings already forgotten.  

People: Alleluia! Amen! 
 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Leader: Knowing the grace and mercy of the Lord, we share it with one another. 
The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
(Please greet one another and exchange signs of peace and reconciliation.) 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was 
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
Amen.            —Glory be to the Father; The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 577 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Mysterious Christ, we do not always understand your words. In 
you, we see a man who works miracles, yet who had no home of 
his own; a brother who inspires us to love our families, yet who 

calls us to greater commitments and allegiances. Your ministry 
calls disciples to find a new kind of security in homelessness, a 

new kind of family outside of blood kin. As we hear your words 
once again, increase our understanding, so that we might follow 
you more nearly. Amen. 
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NEW TESTAMENT LESSON John 11:1-45 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

SERMON   To Step with Death     The Rev. Dr. Helen Hutchison 
 

HYMN Just a Closer Walk with Thee       —The Faith We Sing Hymnal No. 835 
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CALL TO OFFERTORY 
Offertory  Just a Closer walk with Thee      Joe Utterback 

 

*DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
    —The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 592 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

We believe in God, who lights the dawn to chase away the 
darkness; who rolls away each stone of doubt; who surprises us 

with incredible gifts of family and friends, silence and laughter; 
who raises us from sadness and despair to the possibilities of 
blessing and joy. 

 

We believe in Jesus, friend of the poor and searcher for the lost, 

who comes to us in our grief and longing, calls us by name and 
sends us on the paths of peace to speak of an awesome love that 
is not overcome by death. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the hidden partner, the gentle 

messenger of God, who fills our every breath with blessing; who 
guides us in the dark, beckons us to do good, speaks to us in 

dream and image, and watches over us with tender compassion. 
 

We believe in the church, an instrument of God in this present 
moment, striving for justice, celebrating in joy, clawing at 
despair, living in hope, praying for healing and forever 

proclaiming Good News of God's persistent and redeeming love. 
 

*HYMN NO. 354 Guide My Feet                  See page 6 
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CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 

*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE O How He Loves You and Me 

O how He loves you and me. O how He loves you and me. 

He gave His life, how much more could He give? 
O how He loves you. O how He loves me. 
O how He loves you and me. —Sing the Faith, No. 2108 

 
POSTLUDE           Dietrich Buxtehude 
     Prelude and Fugue in D minor, Bux WV 140 
 

You are invited to stay and listen to the postlude, which the organist has prepared 
as a gift for the congregation. 

************************************* 


