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St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
24th Sunday After Pentecost 

 

November 15, 2020             10:30 a.m. 
 

Prelude           Sierra Highlands Pipe Band 
 

Welcome 
 

Announcements 
 

Congregational Introit We Will Glorify      ―Lift Up Your Hearts, No. 55, verse 1 

We will glorify the King of kings, 
We will glorify the Lamb; 
We will glorify the Lord of lords, who is the great I Am. 

 

Call to Worship 
Leader: We are called to be faithful followers of the living God. 
People: God's faithfulness to us calls for a faithful response! 
Leader: Even when we cannot see where we are going, God is faithfully leading us. 
People: We trust in God, and God will not disappoint us. 
Leader: We will not always understand our circumstances. 
People: God is sovereign and good; we depend on the Lord's unfailing grace. 
Leader: Our trials and difficulties do not diminish our hope. 
People: Faith is believing in what we do not see. 
Leader: Our faith stands firm. We are confident in God's love. 
People: Like Moses, let us be found faithful, holding fast to God's promises 

and mercy. 
 

Hymn No. 145  Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart        See page 5 
 

Call to Confession 
Leader: If we are awake to it, we realize that we all know barrenness of some sort, 

places in our lives or in our world longing for new life, waiting for God’s 
vivacious touch. Let us confess those places together now, praying for God 
to be at work. Let us pray... 

 

Prayer of Confession 

In a world that has made of youth a graven image--you, O Lord, entreat us 

not only to embrace but to celebrate the passage of time, claiming that 

which society views as a liability as a strength of your enduring grace. Free 

us, O Lord, from deceiving precepts. Help us embark upon safe passage, 

having been made for eternity. Stand us upon the threshold of true life. 

Mold and shape us through the changing sands and strands of time for a 

greater glory. In Jesus Christ, our Lord. (Silent Prayer.) Amen. 
 

Hymn #555              ―Glory to God, The Presbyterian Hymnal 
O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; 

Have mercy on us, Lamb of God, and grant us your peace. 
 

Assurance of Pardon 
Leader: Our God is a God of love and mercy, who allows us always to begin again. 

By God's grace, we are forgiven to walk in newness of life. Thanks be to 
God. Amen. 
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The Passing of the Peace 
Leader: Knowing the grace and mercy of the Lord, we share it with one 

another. The peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Hymn No. 577   Glory Be to the Father        ―The Presbyterian Hymnal 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in 
the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. Amen. 

 

Prayer of Illumination 
Holy God, may the soil of our hearts be fertile ground in which your word 
may take root. Speak to us today the word we need to hear, whether it is a 
word of comfort or conviction, courage or correction. Plant it deep within 
us, and bring it to fruition, for the sake of the Word Incarnate. Amen. 

 

First Scripture Lesson  Revelation 21:1-7 

21Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 

passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And 

I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among mortals. He 
will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself will be with 

them; 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying 

and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 5And the one who was 

seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for 

these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha 

and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from 
the spring of the water of life. 7Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be 

their God and they will be my children. 
 

Second Scripture Lesson  Deuteronomy 34:1-12 
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which 
is opposite Jericho, and the LORD showed him the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan, all 

Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as far as the Western 

Sea, the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees—as far 

as Zoar. The LORD said to him, “This is the land of which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and 

to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but 
you shall not cross over there.” 

 

Then Moses, the servant of the LORD, died there in the land of Moab, at the Lord’s 

command. He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-peor, but no one 

knows his burial place to this day. Moses was one hundred twenty years old when he died; 

his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. The Israelites wept for Moses in 
the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of mourning for Moses was ended. 

 

Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his hands on 

him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the LORD had commanded Moses. Never since 

has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face. He was 

unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the LORD sent him to perform in the land of 
Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his entire land, and for all the mighty 

deeds and all the terrifying displays of power that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel. 

 
Sermon             Rev. Dr. Helen Hutchison 

   The View from Mount Nebo (And then there is Heaven) 
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Blessing of the Tartans 
Clan Baird—Jane Cates 
Clan Belshes—Ray and Jenny Bledsoe 
Clan Campbell-Helen Hutchison 
Clan Conley—Dick Gammick 
Clan Davidson—Nancy Ream Rose 
Clan Elliott—Kathryn Smith 
Clan MacDonald—Dick Cates 
Clan McFarlane—Jim and Martha Galloway 
Clan Lindsey—Joyce Butcher 
Clan Ogalvie—Jean Myles 
Clan Orr/Campbell–Dr. Cynthia J Soraoka 
Clan Thomas—Vicky Thomas 
Clan Underwood and Morris— Jewel White 

Clan White and Standley—Stan White 
 
Hymn No. 309  Of the Father’s Love Begotten       See page 6 
 
Offertory    Whispering Hope       Zelma Dick 
 
Doxology 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 
Affirmation of Faith 
We believe God: 

Is creative and ever creating. 
Made us to reflect the divine image. 
Breathed life into us and sustains our lives moment by moment, 

day by day. 
We believe God: 

Came to us as Incarnate Human, 
moving into our neighborhoods and our lives. 

Demonstrated the power of love and the depths of God's love for us 
in Christ Jesus. 

Rescued and redeemed humanity once and for all 
through Christ's death and resurrection. 

We believe God: 
Is inaugurating the kingdom of heaven right now 

by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
Chooses subversive means of love, truth, compassion, and joy 

to upend the kingdoms of this world. 
Invites us to follow the ways of Jesus  

and thereby become active participants in the kingdom's work. 
 
Hymn No. 446  Glorious Things of Thee are Spoken          See page 7-8 
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Charge and Benediction 
 
Congregational Response  A Closing Prayer 

The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place; 
Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 
Wherever life may take us as we go our separate ways, 
Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

 
May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ his Son 
Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 
May the blessings of the Spirit fill us from within; 
God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 

 
 
Postlude      Air          J.S. Bach 
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