
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello! I’m Amy and I’m a Red Colobus Monkey. Here are some fun facts about me! 

I’m a vegan! That means I eat mainly young leaves, flowers, and unripe fruit. I have special 

saliva glands which are big and make really strong spit to mix up with my food when I chew. 

My stomach is like a cow’s stomach: several small chambers to help me digest. 

My eyes are farther apart than other monkey groups. That helps my vision and depth 

perception: pretty handy in climbing around in trees! 

I might look just like other Red Colobus Monkeys but look closer! Each of us has a unique 

color pattern on our faces so each of us is special! 

My hands look very much like your hands with one big difference: I don’t have any thumbs! 

Actually, that’s what my name Colobus means! It means “docked” or “no thumbs”. Actually, 

this is pretty cool because it lets me use my four long fingers to wrap around branches as I 

swing through the tree canopy. 

If I’m a boy monkey and danger comes, I can shout a really loud alarm call to let others know 

danger is near. If there are lots of baby monkeys in my group, then I shout out really fast. 

But you know what? I really don’t like loud noises! 

My friends and I treat each other well. We like to groom each other. That means we take off 

ticks, bugs, dirt, and other nasty stuff from our friends. We do that by patting or scratching 

or massaging each other. 

We can use our hands, feet and even our tail to grab and hold on to branches. Tails that can 

do that are called prehensile tails and not all monkeys have prehensile tails, but Red 

Colobus Monkeys do! 

Sometimes when you go to the zoo, you’ll see monkeys throw poop. Why do we do that? 

Monkeys, whether we live in the wild or in a zoo, can get stressed or agitated and we “react” 
by throwing things! When we live in the wild, we have lots of things to choose from when we 
want to throw something. But when we’re not in the wild, we don’t have as many objects just 

laying around and a lot of time the most available thing is poop! So, we throw it! 


