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St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
23rd Sunday After Pentecost 

Kirkin' O' the Tartans 
 

November 17, 2019                 10:30 a.m. 

*Please stand in body or Spirit 

 
Prelude     Chaconne      Louis Couperin 
 
Processional          Sierra Highlanders Pipe Band 

(Order of Processional: Beadle, Color Guard, Sierra Highlanders, Ministers) 
 
Introduction of the Kirkin' 

The tartan is a symbol of love and togetherness, no matter what our 
heritage. In our Kirkin' service, we remember ancient times, as well as 
past and present kith and kin, while asking God's help and blessings in 
the future. 

 
Roll Call of the Clan 

(Clansfolk may come forward to the microphone and announce the name of your clan 
and place your Tartan on the Communion table.) 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leader: Let us call upon the One who knows every thread in the fabric of our 
lives. 

People: God of every seam and stitch, gather and mend us.  
Leader: Let us call upon the One who embroiders new designs, who weaves 

new textiles with patience and delight. 

People: God of every seam and stitch, gather and mend us.  
Leader: Let us call upon the One who patches worn places with compassion. 

People: God of every seam and stitch, gather and mend us.  
Leader: We are the tapestry of God, each strand important to the pattern, 

each frayed end worth the mending, every thread a treasure. 

People: May we hope in these words, may harmony be our 
mending. 

Leader: Let us worship our God! 
 

*HYMN NO. 281 Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 
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*CALL TO CONFESSION 

Leader: We cannot earn God's grace or favor. It comes to us, not as 
something owed, but as a gift freely given. Confident of God's love for 
us, let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION     from Book of Common Order, Church of Scotland 

We confess our sins to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Compassionate God of life, your kindly pardon give: for our 
careless talk, our broken oath, our empty speech; for all that we 
have left undone, for all that we have done amiss. As we receive 

the word and knowledge of your forgiveness, enshield us, 
encircle us, each day and each night. Uphold us, be our 

treasure, our triumph everlasting; strong Son of God most high. 
Hear us now as we confess in silence. (Silent Prayer.) Amen. 

 

*HYMN O Lamb of God 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; 
Have mercy on us, Lamb of God, and grant us your peace. 
            —The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 555 

 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Leader: By the mercies of God, I declare to you that your sins are forgiven. 
You are beloved, redeemed brothers and sisters of Christ.  

People: Thanks be to God! 
 

*THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Leader: Knowing the grace and mercy of the Lord, we share it with one 
another. The peace of Christ be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
(Please greet one another and exchange signs of peace and reconciliation.) 

 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost. As it 
was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end. 

Amen. Amen.            —Glory be to the Father; The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 577 
 

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

Holy God wake us if we are asleep, calm the storm if we are 

overwhelmed, or hold us fast if we are running—whatever it 
takes, open our hearts and minds to hear your voice as you 

speak a new and life changing word to us. Amen 
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NEW TESTAMENT LESSON Revelation 7:1-12       Pew Bible, NT, pg. 234 
Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People: Thanks be to God! 
 
ANTHEM     Amazing Grace        John Newton 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON Joshua 4:4-7         Pew Bible, OT, pg.187 

 

SERMON Marking the Tribe    Rev. Dr. Helen Hutchison 

 
BLESSING OF THE TARTANS  
Leader:  O Lord, bless the tartans we have presented today and bless the 

people of the clans which they signify. May we strive to live up to the 
very highest ideals they represent. 

People: Bless us that we may be a blessing, O Lord.  
Leader: We thank you, God, for your Word which has ordained a rich 

heritage of faith and sacrifice from our ancestors: from Adam to 
Noah, from Noah to Abraham, from Abraham to David, so onward to 
the incarnation of Jesus, to the establishment of his church: our 
brothers and sisters in Christ everywhere. Never let us forget that a 
heritage of faith is a joy to be shared. 

People: Bless us that we may be a blessing, O Lord.  
Leader: Thank you, O God, for the blessings of family: the warmth, comfort, 

and security of family love. Never let us forget that our family love is 
a gift to be shared with kin and stranger. 

People: Bless us that we may be a blessing, O Lord.  
Leader: We praise you, O God, for those who have lived and died in Christ 

that we might have the freedom to dwell in a community of faith. 
Never let us forget the sacrifices made for us. 

People: Bless us that we may be a blessing, O Lord.  
Leader: On behalf of all clans, families, and nations, we stand before God in 

gratitude for our heritage, and we pray God’s blessings on all beloved 

children in all lands. 

People: We proclaim that we are united in the covenant of Jesus, 
the Christ, for there is but one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of us all. Amen. 

 

*HYMN    Standing on the Promises        See page 5-6 
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CALL TO OFFERTORY 
Offertory  Paraphrase on a Scotch Tune      Roland Diggle 
 

*DOXOLOGY 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav'nly host; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Louise Folsom 
 Presbyterian Hispanic Ministry, Las Vegas 
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  from The Scots Confession (1560), ‘The Kirk’ (The Church) 

As we believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, so we firmly 
believe that from the beginning there has been, now is, and to the 
end of the world shall be, one Kirk, that is to say, one company and 

multitude of people chosen by God, who rightly worship and 
embrace God by true faith in Christ Jesus, who is the only Head of 
the Kirk, even as it is the body and spouse of Christ Jesus. 
 

*HYMN No. 280  Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound 
(The Scottish Highlanders will play the hymn through once and then the congregation 

sings beginning with the first verse accompanied by the organist.) 

 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
Leader: May the blessing of God’s light be upon us; 

People: light without and light within. 
Leader: May the blessing of the rain be upon us. 

People:  May it be upon our spirits and wash them fair and clean. 
Leader: May the blessing of the earth be on us; 

People: soft under our feet, as we pass along the roads. 
Leader: And may the Lord bless us and bless us kindly. 

People: Alleluia. Amen. 
 

*Recessional               Sierra Highlanders Pipe Band 
(Order of Recessional: Beadle, Color Guard, Sierra Highlanders, Ministers) 
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************************************* 
Everyone is invited to Martin Hall, our Fellowship Hall (named in honor of our first pastor, Rev. 
Rafe Martin), for complimentary refreshments and an opportunity to share and get to know one 
another better. Please join us. 
 

HISTORY OF THE SERVICE 
After the defeat of the Scots by the English at the Battle of Culloden 1746, the Act of Proscription 
banned the wearing of tartans and kilts, speaking Gaelic and other Highland ways in hopes the 
rebellious Scottish spirit would be subdued. But the canny and defiant Scots preserved their 
traditions underground. According to legend, one way was to hide pieces of tartan and bring them 
to church to be secretly blessed at a particular point in the service. Kirk is the Gaelic word for 
church. The history supporting this origin is sketchy. In his collection of Highland folklore, the 
Carmina Gadelica, Alexander Carmichael does list a prayer for the “Consecration of the Cloth”, 
but no mention is made of it originating from the days following 1746 or being associated with 
outlawed tartan. 
 

As a remembrance of early Scottish Presbyterianism, Kirkin' o' the Tartan worship services have 
spread across America. On Sunday evening, April 27, 1941, in Washington, D.C., a special 
service was led by famed pastor Peter Marshall (1935 - 1949) of the New York Avenue 
Presbyterian Church. Designed to raise funds, this Kirkin' service sought to aid Scottish churches 
during the early days of World War II, as well as the British war effort, by providing a mobile 
kitchen, according to the church bulletin. This initial, simple Kirkin' service later evolved into 
what is today the Kirkin' o' the Tartan. Since 1954, an annual Kirkin' o' the Tartan has been held 
at the National Cathedral in the nation's capital. 
 
The service today features the traditional entrance and processional of bagpipes, and the open 
Word of God, leading into the recognition of the clans and the blessing. 
 

The flowers by the Bible are given to the glory of God by Jeanne E. Robinson in loving memory 
of her mother, Bettie McDonald Sitler; in loving memory of her husband, Raymond F. Robinson. 
 

SUNDAY MORNING TEACHING OPPORTUNITY 
The Christian Education Committee is searching for volunteers to lead Sunday morning classes. 
Lessons will be provided. Take advantage of this opportunity by contacting the church office, 
(775) 826-0990 or office@stjohnschurch.org; Pastor Helen, hhutchison@stjohnschurch.org or 
Tom Day, tsrday@att.net. 

 
SEEKERS will not meet on Wednesday, November 20 join us instead at our Annual Thanksgiving 
Potluck. 

 
SUNDAY MORNING STUDY: Christian Religions meets in the library, at 9:15 a.m. 

 Nov. 24: Scientology/What Now? 
 
MIDWEEK STUDY: Acts and the Epistles of Paul meets on Wednesday mornings at 10:00 am, 
in the library. 
 
OUR ANNUAL THANKSGIVING POTLUCK is fast approaching. It is on Wednesday, November 20, 
2019, at 6:00 pm. in Martin Hall. The signups have been great. We could use more mashed 

potatoes, more stuffing, more sweet potatoes, more pies and one more cooked turkey. Also, we 
will be setting up for the dinner at 4:00 pm. that afternoon and could use more volunteers to 
setup the place settings as well as more volunteers for cleanup duty. Questions? Call Elaine York 
at (775) 813-8859. Hope you can all come!! 

mailto:office@stjohnschurch.org
mailto:hhutchison@stjohnschurch.org
mailto:tsrday@att.net
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HONORING DORIS KRATER 
Doris Krater will be retiring from her position as our Church Treasurer; she has been serving for 
the past 10 years. We will be honoring Doris Krater during our Thanksgiving Potluck on 
Wednesday, November 20. Cards of “Thanks” for Doris are appreciated! 
 
FLIPPER MARINERS will meet Sunday, November 24, at 5:30 pm for dinner at Tamarack 
Junction in Reno following the 2:00 pm matinee performance of Roald Dahl’s Matilda, the 
Musical by the Western Nevada Musical Theater in Carson City. Tickets $25/$28 are still 
available; go to the following website: WNMTC.com or call (775) 445-4249. Guests are welcome. If 
you have questions about this event, please call George and Linda Turner at (775) 622-8594 or 
email turner1704@sbcglobal.net. 
 

 
DISCIPLESHIP MARINERS will gather to participate in Hanging of the Greens on Saturday, 

November 30, 9:00 am—noon. Following all that fun, we will head to the Rattlesnake Club in 

Arlington Gardens for lunch.  If you are able to join us, please talk to Pam or Doug Ramseth 
about menu choices.  We need to report a guest number to the restaurant by November 27. 

 
PROJECT 150 
The Mission committee is sponsoring the collection of items for this local program.  Project 150 is 
a completely volunteer run organization that provides clothing, shoes, toiletries, etc. to needy 
High School kids. The program works with truancy officers, Child Protective Services, Big 
Brothers and Sisters, Awaken, foster kids, and others who work with students and are aware of 
teens that need help with clothing, toiletries, etc. Students can “shop” at the store located near 
Reno High (and there is one in Sparks too) by simply showing their high school ID.  They are 
eligible to shop once a month. We are supporting this worthy local mission by collecting the 
following items in November and December. Thank you!! 

 Body Wash and Body Lotion (Full size) 

 Chapstick 

 Stocking caps (Grey or Black) 

 Winter Gloves (Grey or Black) 

 

Older Adult Ministry (OAM) News 
The OAM has only four active members and needs at least four additional members, ones who are 
interested in working on new programs for our congregation. You do not have to be a Deacon or 
Elder to serve on the committee. OAM meets the first Wednesday of each month at 1:00 pm in the 
Clawson Memorial Library. 
 
October’s OAM presentations were excellent, and fairly well attended. Our sincere thanks to 
Diane Ross, CEO of the Continuum, for speaking on working with family members with dementia 

and/or Alzheimer’s; to Elder Law Attorney Lora Myles and Larry Weiss, CEO of The Center for 
Healthy aging, who spoke on healthy aging and the legal directives everyone should have in hand 
as they age; to Kelley Macmillan, UNR’s Sanford Center for the Aging, who spoke on what the 
services the Center offers to seniors in Northern Nevada; and finally to Elder Law Attorney Lora 
Myles, who filled in when the speaker from the Senior Center could not appear. Lora spoke on the 
services provided by Nevada’s Senior Centers and also on Scams and Fraud. 
 
The next OAM Meeting will be on Wednesday, December 4th. If you are interested, please join us. 

 

mailto:turner1704@sbcglobal.net
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Save the Dates 
 

Hanging of the Greens 
Saturday, November 30 

9:00 am—12:00 pm 
(Decorating of the church for Christmas) 
Donuts, fruit and coffee will be provided. 

The event will conclude with a short Advent service. 
 

ADVENTure Night 
Sunday, December 1 

5:00 pm—7:00pm 
 

Christmas Cantata 
Tuesday, December 17 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Blue Christmas 
It is a time to remember those, whom we miss, 

a time to seek comfort and solace. 
A time to reflect on the meaning of the gift of the Christ child. 

 

Christmas Eve Service 
Tuesday, December 24 

 

Family Service 
5:30 pm 

 

Candle lighting and Communion by Intinction 
9:00 pm 

Come and celebrate the birthday of our Savior!! 
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ST. JOHN’S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WEEKLY CALENDAR: November 17—24, 2019 

Church Calendar: www.stjohnschurch.view-events.com 

 
 
 
 
 

Sun. Nov. 17 Kirkin’ O’ the Tartans  
8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal Music Room 

9:15 a.m. Sunday Morning Study: Christian Religions Library 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service Sanctuary 

11:30 a.m. Fellowship/Coffee Time Martin Hall 

Mon. Nov. 18   

9:30 a.m. Monday Morning—AlAnon Martin Hall 

6:00 p.m. Bella Voce Rehearsal Sanctuary 

6:00 p.m. Basque Language Class D103 

6:15 p.m. DZIMC Group D104, 106,108 

7:00 p.m. Jazz Group Rehearsal Music Room 

Tues. Nov. 19   

1:00 p.m. Tuesday Afternoon—AlAnon Martin Hall 

1:30 p.m. Martha Circle Library 

5:00 p.m. Board of Deacons Meeting Geneva Room 

5:30 p.m. Session Geneva Room 

6:30 p.m. Pipe band Rehearsal Martin Hall/Music Room 

Wed. Nov. 20   

9:30 a.m. Bells of the Cross Rehearsal Sanctuary 

10:00 a.m. Midweek Study: Acts and the Epistles of Paul Library 

3:00 p.m. Knitting Into the Mystery Library 

6:00 p.m. Annual Thanksgiving Potluck Martin Hall 

6:00 p.m. Wednesday Night Beginners—AA Meeting Geneva Room 

Thurs.  Nov. 21   

9:30 a.m. PEO Chapter AL Meeting Martin Hall 

9:30 a.m. Mary Morning Circle Library 

4:15 p.m. Sierra NV. Children’s Choir Rehearsals 
Music Room, 

Sanctuary/D104,106,108 

7:00 p.m. Worship Committee Library 

Fri. Nov. 22   

5:00 p.m. NV Society, SAR Fifes/Drums Practice Music Room 

Sat. Nov. 23   

12:00 p.m. LCG Meeting Geneva Room/D104,106,108 

7:00 p.m. Back to Basics—AA Meeting Geneva Room 

Sun. Nov. 24 Christ the King Sunday  

8:30 a.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal Music Room 

9:15 a.m. Sunday Morning Study: Christian Religions Library 

10:30 a.m. Worship Service Sanctuary 

11:30 a.m. Fellowship/Coffee Time Martin Hall 

5:30 p.m. Flipper Mariners Event  

http://www.stjohnschurch.view-events.com/


 

 

SESSION 

2019 2020 2021 

Rick McElreath Marla Bohnhoff Martha Galloway 
 Worship  Welcoming  Nominating 

Ron Scovill Tom Day Carolyn Williamson 
 Finance  Christian Education  St. John’s Children’s Center 

George Wells Cary Parke Elaine York 
 Personnel  Building/Grounds  Fellowship/Nurture 

Mary Sherman  JoAnn Elston 
 Missions   Older Adult Ministry 

 

BOARD OF DEACONS 

2019 2020 2021 

Lana Manos Diane Yang, Chair Jean Myles Christie Pierce 

 David Bohnhoff Venus Parvez June Rosta 

 Tricia Murray Barbara Voss Molly Willoughby 
 

STAFF 

The Rev. Dr. Helen Hutchison Elaine York Dr. Paul Torkelson 

 Pastor/Head of Staff  Commissioned Lay Pastor  Music Director 

The Rev. Dr. Robert Stover Maria Winchester David Brock 

 Pastoral Associate  Administrative Assistant  Organist 

The Rev. Jackie L. Leonard Liz Salas Blake Welker 

 Pastoral Associate  Financial Secretary  Security/Maintenance Sexton 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

10/31/2019 Year to Date

Giving                            18,427$          265,057$            

Other Revenue              3,635$             40,102$              

Total                    22,062$          305,159$            

Expenses                      (33,585)$         (378,287)$          

Difference                    (11,523)$         (73,128)$             

HEAD USHER LAY LEADER CLERK OF SESSION 

David Spillers Ann McElreath Ray Bledsoe 



 

St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
1070 W. Plumb Lane 
Reno, Nevada 89509 

(775) 826-0990 
www.stjohnschurch.org 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Kirkin O’ the Tartans 
November 17, 2019 

 

http://www.stjohnschurch.org/

