
Page 1 of 4 
 



Page 2 of 4 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

St. John’s Presbyterian Church 
February 17, 2020                   7:00 pm 
 

Prelude  Theme and Variations on A La Venue de Noel       Claude Balbastre 
 

Call to Worship 

Leader: Jesus said, "Come unto me all who labor and I will give you rest." 
People: But it is Ash Wednesday. It is not a time of rest. 
Leader:  Jesus said, "Your faith will make you well." 
People: How can this be? Jesus could not avoid what was to come. 
Leader: Jesus said, "Love one another as I have loved you." 
People: How can we love when we see the inhumanity around us every day? 
Leader: Jesus said, "If you do it for the least of these, you do it for me." 
People: How can helping someone else help Jesus? 
Leader: Jesus said, "Do not worry about tomorrow for tomorrow will bring worries of its own." 

Listen! Jesus offers rest in times of trouble and love when it is least deserved. Jesus 
challenges us to rise to our better selves in the faith-full life. 

People: Let us then walk where we would rather not go in the sure knowledge that we walk 
with Jesus. To the one whose life is a gift of grace, we lift our voices in praise. 

 

Hymn No 79    Kind Maker of the World         See page 1 
 

Prayer for illumination 
O God, we come to this place of worship subdued as we think about what is to come. We 
ponder the journey ahead of 40 long days. We want the ashes traced on our foreheads. 
And yet we don't. Clearly, we gather with mixed feelings. Help us to clear our minds and 
open our hearts to hear the good news of the Scripture lesson. Let us listen with 
confidence to you, for you are gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. Let us listen carefully so that we might know that it is so. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading              Joel 1:4-12 
4What the cutting locust left, the swarming locust has eaten. What the swarming locust left, the hopping 

locust has eaten, and what the hopping locust left, the destroying locust has eaten. 5Wake up, you 

drunkards, and weep; and wail, all you wine-drinkers, over the sweet wine, for it is cut off from your 

mouth. 6For a nation has invaded my land, powerful and innumerable; its teeth are lions’ teeth, and it 
has the fangs of a lioness. 7It has laid waste my vines and splintered my fig trees; it has stripped off 

their bark and thrown it down; their branches have turned white. 
 

8Lament like a virgin dressed in sackcloth for the husband of her youth. 9The grain offering and the 

drink offering are cut off from the house of the Lord. The priests mourn, the ministers of the Lord. 10The 

fields are devastated, the ground mourns; for the grain is destroyed, the wine dries up, the oil fails. 11Be 

dismayed, you farmers, wail, you vinedressers, over the wheat and the barley; for the crops of the field 

are ruined. 12The vine withers, the fig tree droops. Pomegranate, palm, and apple— all the trees of the 
field are dried up; surely, joy withers away among the people. 

 

Reflection   “When Death is All Around” 
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Congregational Response  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us   ―The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 572 
Lord have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Scripture Reading  Joel 1:13-14; 19-20 

13Put on sackcloth and lament, you priests; wail, you ministers of the altar. Come, pass the night in 

sackcloth, you ministers of my God! Grain offering and drink offering are withheld from the house of 

your God. 
 

14Sanctify a fast, call a solemn assembly. Gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the land to the 

house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord. 19To you, O Lord, I cry. For fire has devoured the 

pastures of the wilderness, and flames have burned all the trees of the field. 20Even the wild animals cry 
to you because the watercourses are dried up, and fire has devoured the pastures of the wilderness. 

 
Reflection   “Return to the Lord” 
 
Congregational Response  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us   ―The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 572 

Lord have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Scripture Reading  Joel 2:21-27 

21Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great things! 22Do not fear, you animals 
of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give 

their full yield. 23O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for he has given the early 

rain for your vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as 

before. 24The threshing floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 25I will repay 

you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great 

army, which I sent against you. 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the 
Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
27You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no 

other. And my people shall never again be put to shame. 

 
Reflection   “God’s Promises” 
 
Congregational Response  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us   ―The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 572 

Lord have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.  Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
Introduction to the Ashes 
 
Imposition of the Ashes   Jesus, Remember Me   ―The Presbyterian Hymnal, No. 599 

Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. 
Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom. 

 
While singing the song we invite you and those with you to take ashes or water or a marker and 

make the sign of a cross on your hand or forehead. 
 
Prayer to Conclude the Imposition of the Ashes 

Our ancestors in the faith used ashes as a sign of our repentance, a symbol of the 
uncertainty and fragility of human life. Like them, we have tasted the ashes of 
hopelessness; we have walked through the ashes of our loss and pain; we have stood 
knee-deep in the ashes of our brokenness. 

 
God of our lives, out of the dust of creation you have formed us and given us life. May 
these ashes not only be a sign of our repentance and death, but reminders that by your 
gift of grace in Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, we are granted life forever with you. Amen. 
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Hymn No. 81  Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days  

 
Benediction 

 
Congregational Closing   O How He Loves You and Me      ―Sing the Faith No. 2108 verse 1 

O how He loves you and me.  O how He loves you and me. 
He gave His life, how much more could He give: 
O how He loves you.  O How He loves me. 
O how He loves you and me. 

 
Postlude   Prelude, from Ten Pieces              Jean Langlais 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


